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power, and that of a Vaishya's wealth, that of a Sudra
should indicate contempt. The Veda is never to be
read in the presence of a Sudra, and for him no sacrifice
is to be performed. He has no business with solemn
rites."

The privileges of a Sudra are very limited. He must
not marry a woman of the higher castes, or their off-
spring will sink into a class even lower than his own.
He must not aid in carrying the corpse of a Brahman,
even of his own master, that obstructions to the dead
man's entrance into heaven may not result He is
allowed to carry his dead only through the southern gate
of the city where he may live. His morals are not to
be strictly looked after. The murder of a Sudra by a
Brahman is equal only to killing a cat, or a frog, or
a crow. "Servile attendance on the Brahmans, chiefly
on such as keep house, and are famed for virtue, is of
itself the highest duty of a Sudra, and leads him to
future beatitude. Pure, humbly serving the higher
classes, sweet in speech, never arrogant, ever seeking
refuge in the Brahmans, he may attain the highest class "
in another birth.